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How beautiful upon the mountains 
are the feet of the messenger who 

announces peace, 
who brings good news, 

who announces salvation, 
who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.”

—Isaiah 52:7

As I was preparing the message for 
Christmas morning, I began to reflect 
on the preceding year. This has been 
a tumultuous year for many congre-

gations in the Presbyterian 

Church (USA). The economy has exacted a 
toll on congregational giving, and decisions 
at the Presbytery and National level have had 
significant impact on local churches. 

Since we have just finished our annual stew-
ardship season, I pull no punches in telling 
you that our current budget places more 
demands on us than our giving can support. 
We have worked hard to build a solid staff, 
knowing that needed personnel expendi-
tures are the most expensive but also the 
most productive ways of using our resources. 

We are bringing on a new music director in 
the near future who will help to guide and 

direct our music ministries in a 
Christ-centered way. These types of 
investments are needed if our church 
is to accomplish the things that we
have always claimed are important.

Which brings us to an important set 
of questions: “What is important to 
us?” and “For what purpose does 
this church exist?” The preceding 
passage from Isaiah 52 reminds us 
that we are each called to be an 
ambassador for Christ and His 

How attractive are your feet?

 

(See “Feet” on page 2)
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He might know us com-
pletely in our weakness. 

You know the only One who 
can offer life in fullness. He 
is lying in the manger. His 
light brings warmth, light, 
and truth into your life. He 
gives meaning and purpose 
to your life. Will you share 
Him with those who so des-
perately need Him? Will you 
be the one to shout His name 
from the mountaintop and 
also to speak quietly His 
words of comfort and peace 
to a friend? You need to tell 
someone, anyone, about 
how your life is changed, 
completed, and redeemed 
because of Christ. People are 
longing for good news. 
When they see you coming, 
will they see just another 
person who makes them feel 
guilty about their sin? Or 
will they see you coming 
with a message of hope and 
peace and comfort?

In the coming year, I want 
each of you to take a thor-
ough assessment of your 
relationships. If this church 
is important to you, if it 
brings you joy and peace 
and purpose, shouldn’t you 
want others to be here with 
you? We are called to bear 
the message of the Gospel 
boldly and with loving kind-
ness, so that others see us 
coming and going with 
beautiful feet. 

I started this article talking 
about losing members and 
the thinly stretched budget, 
because that is a reality that 
we have to face. But it is not 
the defining character of our 
life together. Our life 
together is defined by 
Christ's abundance, not the 
scarcity of the bottom line. 
Our message is one of fulfill-
ment and divine providence 
even in the midst of years of 
financial famine. 

Kingdom in our world. We 
are the bearers of good news, 
which is to be for all people. 
We are called to announce 
peace and salvation in every-
thing that we say and do. As 
a church, these are the things 
that should be important to 
us. As individual members, 
we need to be asking our-
selves how we are each 
advancing the cause of 
Christ in the world, and in 
what ways? Do our lives 
speak a message of good 
news, or are we just another 
example of a busy church 
person? The church exists so 
that all might hear the good 
news that comes through 
Christ Jesus.

As disciples of Christ, 
you bear a life-changing 
message. You carry with you 
in your hearts and minds the 
only truth that has any 
power in this world. You are 
torch bearers for the Light of 
Christ, assuming responsi-
bility for shedding His light 
into the shadows and dark-
ness of our present world. 
Your message is simple. God 
has come near. Our God 
reigns. Not just in history, 
but today, in our hearts. The 
world around us is in des-
perate need of good news. 

Here at Providence, you 
have the pleasure of experi-
encing the reality of salva-
tion and good will amongst 
your fellow brothers and sis-
ters in Christ. Don’t you 
want to share that with oth-
ers in your life? We all have 
friends who are looking for a 
place to belong. We all have 
people in our lives who 
would be strengthened and 
encouraged by the minis-
tries of this church, if only to 
hear the saving message of a 
God who has come near, a 
Savior who has taken on our 
frail and human form that 

(“Feet,” from page 1) As a church, I feel that we are 
in a wonderful place to experi-
ence real growth. We are 
growing deeper through our 
time together in the Word, and 
now we need to start growing 
wider by virtue of our beauti-
ful feet. We have a complete 
staff who enjoy working 
together and who envision a 
bright and bold future for this 
church. 

We need you as members, visi-
tors, and friends to invest your 
lives in this ministry and share 
its benefits with others in your 
lives. Because if our feet are car-
rying a message of good news 
and bearing an invitation to the 
ministries that enrich our lives, 
then our growth as a commu-
nity of faith is inevitable. 

We have a number of exciting 
discipleship opportunities 
coming this winter and spring, 
in addition to all of the other 
mission projects and worship 
times that are currently 
offered. I long for us as a con-
gregation to fully embrace our 
calling to have beautiful feet, 
and to set those feet to walking 
on behalf of the Gospel. It’s 
time for us to start adding to 
the people who are walking 
with us. Let’s make tracks and 
leave beautiful footprints 
wherever we go.

Not Ashamed to Bare my Feet,
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By Jeny Williams

The Providence ladies who attended the 
Beth Moore presentation in Pensacola on 
December 2–3 will “fill” some Monday 
nights in January as we’d like to share the 
instruction we received with other ladies. 

The study is in the book of Philemon, and 
we’ll use three consecutive Monday nights 
to review these lessons—January 2, 9, 
and 16.

Right: A fragment of Paul’s Epistle to Philemon

The letter to Philemon, written by Paul around 
AD 60 while he was in prison, is the shortest of his 
writings and deals with the practice of slavery. 
Philemon was a slave owner who also hosted a 
church in his home. During the time of Paul’s 
ministry in Ephesus, Philemon had likely jour-
neyed to the city, heard Paul’s preaching, and 
became a Christian. The slave Onesimus robbed 
his master, Philemon, and ran away, making his 
way to Rome and to Paul. Onesimus was still the 
property of Philemon, and Paul wrote to smooth 
the way for his return to his master.Through 
Paul’s witnessing to him, Onesimus had become 

a Christian, and Paul wanted Philemon to accept Onesi-
mus as a brother in Christ and not merely as a slave.

Left: Philemon and Oresimus • Above: Rembrandt’s The Apostle 
Paul in Prison (1627)
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Discipleship 
Essentials
The next big thing

By Linda Payne, 
Discipleship Elder

What’s the NEXT BIG 
THING for Providence 
people? 

We familiarized ourselves 
with the basics of Christian-
ity and God’s word in our 
last two Monday night 
series. Where do we go from 
here?

Deeper. Deeper into the 
Bible, deeper into Christ's 
mission for our lives, deeper 
into fellowship—growing 
vertically toward God and 
horizontally toward each 
other and our brothers and 
sisters beyond the church 
walls.

Our next Monday night series, 
“Discipleship Essentials,” will 
take us there through small 
group Bible study and sharing, 
all focused on Christ’s mission 
for us as we are each called to 
be disciples. 

There will also be Sunday 
School sessions with com-
pletely different topics and 
content from those on Monday 
night. 

You will get the most from the 
program if you can attend 
both, but since each session is 
totally independent and does 
not build on the others, you 
can also participate in either. 

Participation in the Monday 
night sessions includes com-
mitting to a small group and 
the advantages and blessings 
that come from that dimension 
of the study. 

This is a 13-week 
program which 
will run January 
23–April 23 
(skipping Easter).

The program and 
the accompanying 
workbook are free 
to all who partici-
pate. Dinner is 
also free although 
a voluntary $2 
donation is sug-
gested per meal. 

If you’re inter-
ested in attending 
the Monday night 
sessions, or if you 
have any ques-
tions, contact 
Linda Payne (660-8565 or 
lpayne@jaguar1.
usouthal.edu) as soon as 
possible, so we can order a 
workbook for you.

Feel free to invite others you 
believe may be looking for a 
study like this.

What : Discipleship Essentials

When : Mondays, January 23–April 23, 6:00–7:15 pm

PLUS Sunday School, 11:00–12:00 noon, January 29–
April 29

Where : Providence Presbyterian Church

Why :   Fellowship meal, small group Bible study, and sharing

Focus : Discipleship
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Growing up in Christ

� Making Disciples

� Being a Disciple

� Quiet Time

� Bible Study

� Prayer

� Worship

Understanding the Message 
of Christ

� The Three-Person God

� Made in God’s Image

� Sin

� Grace

� Redemption

� Justification

� Adoption

Becoming Like Christ

� Filled with the Holy 
Spirit

� Fruit of the Holy Spirit

� Trust

� Love

� Justice

� Witness

Serving Christ

� The Church

� Ministry Gifts

� Spiritual Warfare

� Walking in Obedience

� Sharing the Wealth

� Money

OR

� I would like to learn 
about all of these 
essential Biblical and 
theological topics in a 
group setting. I will 
participate in the 
Discipleship Essentials 
on Monday nights, 6:00–
7:15 pm. Please order me 
a book!

Name: __________________

The course and workbook 
are FREE of charge! Dinner 
is provided for a voluntary 
$2 donation per person per 
meal.

The workbook by Greg 
Ogden is a tool designed to 

help you follow this pattern 
Jesus drew for us. Working 
through it will deepen your 
knowledge of essential 
Christian teaching and 
strengthen your faith.

Each week contains the fol-
lowing elements:

� A core truth presented 
in a question-answer 
format

� A memory verse and 
accompanying study

� A field-tested inductive 
Bible study

� A reading on the theme 
for the week

� Questions to draw out 
key principles in the 
reading

Discipleship Essentials—Pass this invitation on to a friend

I know EVERYTHING about (check all that apply)

Providence Presbyterian Church • 2320 Schillinger Roa d South • Mobile, AL
ppcusa@bellsouth.net • (251) 633-9701

This month at a theater near you
What : Picasso at the Lapin Agile

Where : Mobile Theater Guild
14 North Lafayette Street, Mobile

When : Friday–Sunday, February 3-5 
and 10-12

Who : Don Bloom —Sagot

What : Witness for the Prosecution

Where : Chickasaw Civic Theater
109 Iroquois Street, Chickasaw

When : Friday–Sunday, January 27–29 and 
February 3-5 

Who : Adam Anderson —Set Construction/
Painting

Catherine Bloom —Greta, Set
Construction/Painting

Nedra Bloom —Director, Set 
Construction/Painting, Programs

Ken Gadomski —Set Construction/
Painting

Lori Seman —Set Construction/
Painting
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By Laura Anderson, 
Evangelical Missions Elder

The joyous music of the 
choir filled the church 
during the Christmas 
Extravaganza on Saturday, 
December 17. The puppets 
and narrators entertained 
us in the Narthex, and a 

wonderful meal was served 
and enjoyed. People also made 
the pilgrimage to Bethlehem to 
see the holy child. 

The Evangelical Missions 
Team would like to thank all 
those who participated in the 
Christmas Extravaganza 2011. 

Christmas
Extravaganza

Above: Jerry Williams as King Herod

Top right: Jude Mosley

Photos by Laura Anderson and friends
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Right (L:-R): Graham Hayes, 
Steve Crenshaw, Donnie 
Garner, Kelsey Fredelake, 
Myra Roebuck, Laura 
Anderson

Below (L-R): Pastor Mark 
Renn, Matthew Renn

Above (L-R): Ken Gadomski, 
Adria Mosley

Below (L-R): Les Taylor, Don 
Bloom
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Above left (L-R): Kelsey Fredelake, Jerry Williams • Above right (L-R): Marlene Taylor, Jerry Williams
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Puppet show— Aaron, the Allergic Shepherd

Above left (L-R): Bethany Andrews, Leah Andrews, Joshua Andrews • Above right (clockwise from top left): Dr. Pepper (Leah Andrews), 
Aaron (Joshua Andrews), Sheep (Donnie Garner, Jude Mosley, and Laura Anderson)• Below left (L-R): Dr. Pepper (Leah Andrews), 
Aaron (Joshua Andrews)• Bottom right (clockwise from top left): I. B. Lambchop (Ken Gadomski), Aaron (Joshua Andrews), Sheep 
(Donnie Garner, Jude Mosley, and Laura Anderson)
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By Manny Russo, 
Scoutmaster

Winter Camp was the focus 
for many scouts in Decem-
ber. The troop had 30 scouts 
who attended camp at 
Maubila Scout Reservation 
in Jackson, AL. These scouts 
participated in over 90 merit 
badge classes. Most of the 
scouts took Eagle-Required 
Merit Badges, which 
included Citizenship in the 
Community, Citizenship in 
the Nation, Citizenship in 
the World, First Aid, Com-
munications, and Emer-
gency Preparedness. Scouts 
who participate in Summer 

and Winter Camp are by far 
more likely to become Eagle 
Scouts.

The troop also participated 
in several service projects, 
including cleaning up the 
grounds at Providence Pres-
byterian, working on a 
drainage project at Causey 
Middle School, building bird 
perches and feeding shelters 
at the Environmental Stud-
ies Center, and working at 
the US Olympic Weight Lift-
ing Trials. It is good to see 
scouts give back to their 
community. 

In addition, two scouts started 
their Eagle Project. Hunter and 
Dakotah had their first work 
day. Hunter is carrying out an 
environmental project at Cau-
sey Middle School to prevent 
erosion around the ball field. 
Dakotah is constructing ani-
mal perches and feeding shel-
ters for a variety of animals. 
Two more Eagle Scouts are just 
around the corner! Great job, 
guys!

The troop had a reptile study 
during December. The boys 
learned about various snakes, 
including boas and pythons, 
and they learned about turtles 
and iguanas. The reptiles were 

passed around, and all 
scouts had an opportunity to 
hold and get close and up 
personal with the critters. 
All reptiles were returned to 
the pet store with the excep-
tion of the 8' python (he is 
very hungry) that is still 
loose somewhere in the 
Providence sanctuary! 

There is no doubt that Troop 
292 has one of the best out-
door (camping) programs in 
the Council. This is due to 
active scouts, great parents, 
and support from our char-
tering organization—
Providence Presbyterian 
Church. 

Hunter’s Eagle Project
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Dirty Santa Christmas party Handling snakes
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WorshIP
Lori Seman, Elder

January worship volunteers
Date Liturgist Communion Ushers

January 1 Jerry Williams Intinction Bill Berry
Tom Fletcher Buck Bolton
Pam Fredelake Mary Mastrangelo

Joan Rommes

January 8 Tom Fletcher Tom Fletcher
Aggie Roebuck
Jerry Williams
TBA

January 15 Laura Anderson Ken Gadomski Debbie Purvis
Donnie Garner Don Purvis
Melodie Garner Marlene Taylor
Pam Garner Les Taylor

January 22 Nedra Bloom Tom Fletcher
Al Drinovsky
Debbie McLendon
TBA

January 29 Bethany 
Andrews

Healing and Wholeness Sharon Smith
Marlene Taylor
TBA
TBA

Team 1
• Mary Mastrangelo
• Dorinda Hilbun
• Marlene Taylor
• Linda Payne

Team 2
• Redeemer Lutheran

Team 3
• Jessi Gadomski
• Sharon Crenshaw
• Laura Anderson

Team 4
• Linda Crossley
• Jeny Williams
• Jerry Williams

Team 5
• Hillsdale
• Pastor Mark Renn

2012 January 1/3 1/10 1/17 1/24 1/31

February 2/7 2/14 2/21 2/28

March 3/6 3/13 3/20 3/27/

April 4/3 4/10 4/17 4/27

May 5/1 5/8 5/15 5/22 5/29

June 6/5 6/12 6/19 6/16

 The following people will be assisting as their schedules allow: Kathy Taylor, Debbie Simmons, Larry Simmons, and Julia Bozant.

Sonlight Cafe rotation

Condolences
To Betty and Larry 
Montjoy
� On the death of Betty’s 

niece, Dorothy Tuberville, 
on December 27, 2011.

To Gene Noce
� On the death of his wife, 

Marion, on December 20, 
2011.

To Kathy Taylor
� On the death of her aunt, 

Juanita Neubert, on 
November 20, 2011.

“We become what our attitudes are. If your attitude is that tomorrow is going to be a bad day, it’s a 
bad day for you before it ever starts. You have condemned it to be a bad day, and so it will be a bad 
day. If, on the other hand, you affirm that by the grace of God tomorrow is going to be a wonderful 
day, it’s a wonderful day for you before you ever begin it because you have affirmed it as a wonder-
ful day.” –Norman Vincent Peale
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January 2012
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
9:30 am
Worship—
Communion

11:00 am
Sunday School

2
7:00 pm
Women’s Bible 
Study

3
10:00 am–
1:00 pm
Sonlight Cafe

6:01 pm
2nd Quarter—All

6:30 pm
Boy Scouts

4
5:30 pm
Mobility

6:30 pm
Choir

Amy Creekmore

5
6:00 pm
Closely Crafted

7:30–8:30 pm
AA meeting

6
Church office 
closed

7
9:00 am
Men’s Group

8
9:30 am
Worship

11:00 am
Sunday School

5:30 pm
Mobility @ 
Overlook

9
7:00 pm
Women’s Bible 
Study

Cody Pritchett

10
10:00 am–
1:00 pm
Sonlight Cafe

6:01 pm
2nd Quarter—
Women

6:30 pm
Boy Scouts

11
5:30 pm
Mobility

6:30 pm
Choir

12
6:00 pm
Closely Crafted

7:30–8:30 pm
AA meeting

13
January 13–16
Mobility winter 
retreat

Church office 
closed

14
Jessica Harden

15
9:30 am
Worship—
Communion

11:00 am
Sunday School

12:10 pm
Session meting

5:30 pm
Mobility @ 
Overlook

16
7:00 pm
Women’s Bible 
Study

Martin Luther 
King’s Birthday

CJ Kriner

17
10:00 am–
1:00 pm
Sonlight Cafe

6:01 pm
2nd Quarter—All

6:30 pm
Boy Scouts

18
5:30 pm
Mobility

6:30 pm
Choir

19
6:00 pm
Closely Crafted

7:30–8:30 pm
AA meeting

Mykailah 
Knowles

20
Church office 
closed

21
9:00 am
Men’s Group

22
9:30 am
Worship

11:00 am
Sunday School

5:30 pm
Mobility @ 
Overlook

23
6:00 pm
Discipleship 
Essentials

24
10:00 am–
1:00 pm
Sonlight Cafe

6:01 pm
2nd Quarter—
Marksmen

6:30 pm
Boy Scouts

25
5:30 pm
Mobility

6:30 pm
Choir

26
6:00 pm
Closely Crafted

7:30–8:30 pm
AA meeting

27
Church office 
closed

Pam Garner

28

29
11:00 am
Worship—
Wholeness

11:00 am
Sunday School

5:30 pm
Mobility @ 
Overlook

30
6:00 pm
Discipleship 
Essentials

31
10:00 am–
1:00 pm
Sonlight Cafe

6:30 pm
Boy Scouts

Gavin 
Creekmore

1
5:30 pm
Mobility

6:30 pm
Choir

Jude Mosley

2
6:00 pm
Closely Crafted

7:30–8:30 pm
AA meeting

Dodi Berry

3
Church office 
closed

4
9:00 am
Men’s Group
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